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A NOTE FROM YOUR AGENT

October 2025 Mason Co Extension

Hello all,

Fall is here in Mason County, and it’s shaping up to be a
busy month! For those approved for CAIP funding, be sure
to get your paperwork turned in to the Conservation
District by the October 10th deadline.

We’re finally coming out of the drought, and the recent
rain has been a welcome boost to get things greened back
up. Fall is a great time to do soil testing, so if you haven’t
taken advantage of this free resource through the Mason
County office, now’s the time to get a clear picture of your
fields and plan for next year.

There are also lots of upcoming programs in the next few
months, so check those out later in this newsletter! 

As always, don’t hesitate to reach out—I look forward to
working with you this fall and seeing many of you at
upcoming programs!



FOLLOW OUR FACEBOOK!
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CAIP UPDATE

MASON COUNTY AGRICULTURE AND NATURAL RESOURCES

Your completed project for
Mason County's CAIP program is
due in The Conservation District

off ice by the close of business
October 10,  2025 .  Remember

that in order to get reimbursed
for your project you will  need

specif ic paperwork. If  you have
any questions please call  the
Conservation District off ice
(606-759-5570) Monday thru

Friday 8am-4:30pm. 



PREGNANCY TESTING WORKSHOP

MASON COUNTY AGRICULTURE AND NATURAL RESOURCES

We had an awesome turnout for our Pregnancy Testing
Program, with over 40 cattle producers coming out to
learn and get some hands-on experience. It was great to
see so many people interested and involved!

Dr. Les Anderson from the University of Kentucky
walked us through palpation, ultrasound, and blood-
based testing methods. After the classroom portion, we
headed to the chute for some hands-on practice.

We also shared guides and resources, including tips on
where to order testing supplies. The goal was to give
producers the tools to improve herd efficiency and make
their operations more profitable.

If you’re thinking about doing some pregnancy testing
on your own herd, call the Mason County Extension
Office at (606) 564-6808. We’d be happy to help with
resources and guidance to get you started!



TIMELY TIPS

DR. LES ANDERSON, BEEF EXTENSION PROFESSOR, UNIVERSITY OF KENTUCKY

MASON COUNTY AGRICULTURE AND NATURAL RESOURCES

Spring Calving Cows

Fall Calving Cows
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🚨NOW ACCEPTING FREE ENTRIES!🚨

Calling all agriculture and natural resource product and
service providers in the Buffalo Trace County Area

(BRACKEN, FLEMING, LEWIS, MASON, & ROBERTSON
COUNTIES) ! If you own a farm or farm business this is

your chance to advertise your products or services for FREE
in the Buffalo Trace Agriculture & Natural Resources

Directory. All you must do is fill out the questionnaire with
your information. The deadline to enter to be part of the
first edition is October 31st, 2025, we will update once a

year. The target release date for the directory is January 1st,
2026. If you have any questions, please contact April

Wilhoit at the Fleming County Extension Office.

AG BUSINESS DIRECTORY



HAY TESTING

MASON COUNTY AGRICULTURE AND NATURAL RESOURCES

The Mason County Extension Office now has a hay probe available
to check out at the office to help producers collect hay samples for
lab analysis.

Tested forages can mean higher profit, whether feeding cattle,
horses, goats, sheep or other livestock. Knowing the nutritional
value will help you minimize your cost and maximize your
production.
The analysis report, assists producers in balancing feed rations
for their livestock. Each livestock species take a different energy
level at different stages of their lives. A ration balance will help
maintain a healthy diet.
Forage testing helps determine fair market value and establish
an equitable price for forage sales.
Buying or Selling Hay: The Forage Testing Program maintains a
list of Kentucky hay producers that have their hay tested
through KDA. The service is offered throughout the state and
the information may be viewed on this KDA “Forage Sales
Directory/Tested Hay” webpage.

Contact me if you have any questions or to learn more
about submitting samples for analysis!

**If you would like to have samples taken for the East KY
Hay contest, those samples will be taken later in the
summer**

      WHY TEST YOUR FORAGE?

Hay testing
is now  

                 

in Mason
County!
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FALL SOIL TESTING

Soil testing
is now  

                 

in Mason
County!

Soil samples can be collected through much of the
year, although fall (September to December) or
spring (February to April) are the best times. Fall

sampling will often result in a faster return of results
and recommendations. Fall sampling will also allow
the grower time to have the fertilizer applied well

before planting the next crop. However, fall sampling
results in lower pH and soil test K levels when

conditions are dry. In either case, a field should
always be sampled the same time of the year in order

to make historical comparisons. Most fields should
be sampled every three to four years. High-value
crops, such as tobacco, commercial horticultural

crops, alfalfa, red clover, and corn silage, should be
sampled annually so that plant nutrient levels can be
monitored more closely. Application of manure can

change soil test phosphorus, potassium, and zinc
levels dramatically, so sampling manured fields each

year is also recommended.



UPCOMING PROGRAMS
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UPCOMING PROGRAMS

register here:
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UPCOMING PROGRAMS



UPCOMING PROGRAMS
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JOIN US!
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UPCOMING PROGRAMS
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IMPORTANT DATES

MASON COUNTY AGRICULTURE AND NATURAL RESOURCES

October 2 Buffalo Trace Farm School- Plumbing | 6:00 PM | Mason Co Extension Office

October 9 Buffalo Trace Farm School- Plant Diseases | 6:00 PM | Mason Co Extension Office

October 16 Buffalo Trace Farm School- Poultry | 6:00 PM | Mason Co Extension Office

October 21 Kentucky Beef Conference | 3:00 PM | Fayette Co. Extension Office

October 23 Buffalo Trace Farm School- Container Gardening| 6:00 PM  | Mason Co Extension Office 

October 30 Kentucky Grazing Conference | 7:30 AM | Clark County Extension Office

November 7 Barnyard Theater | 4:00 PM | Straub Elementary 

November 7 Herd Builder Heifer Sale | 6:30 PM | Farmers Stockyards, Flemingsburg

November 13 Mason Co Cattlemen’s Meeting | 6:00 PM | Mason Co Extension Office

November 14 Taste KY Wild | 11:00 AM | Mason Co Extension Office

November 20 Commercial Pesticide CEU Training | 9:00 AM | Virtual via Zoom

November 27 Thanksgiving Day- Office Closed

November 28 Office Closed

CAIP Education Eligible          
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